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Farmland Protection
a key part of the puzzle for healthy, local food

Cari Watkins-Bates
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HUDSON VALLEY FARMS:
Data from the 2012  USDA 
Agricultural Census

‣ 4,125 farms  

(6% decline from 2002)

‣ 630,300 acres 

(25% decline from 2002)

‣ market value of products 
sold is $434 million

(17% increase from 2002)

‣ Average farmer is 58 
years old
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CHALLENGES FACING 
AGRICULTURE in the 
HUDSON VALLEY

‣ economic sustainability

‣ generational transition

‣ affordable access to 
farmland

‣ funding for PDR
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HUDSON VALLEY FARMS:
Protected farmland

‣ 83,000+ acres  

‣ Approximately 11% of all 
farmland
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SCENIC HUDSON’S ROLE:

17 Years of Farmland 
Preservation

‣ “critical mass” builds resilient 
farm communities 

‣ 13,500+ acres conserved on 
100 farms in 5 counties

‣ $43+ million delivered directly 
to farmers

‣ $19+ million leveraged

‣ partners six other land trusts

‣ helps famers sustain/expand

‣ access to affordable land
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SETTING REGIONAL 
PRIORITIES:
Creating a “Foodshed
Conservation Plan”

‣$600+ million of unmet 
demand

‣Public policies support 
farmland conservation

‣Conservation groups and 
farmers working together

‣However, no 
comprehensive plan exists 
to conserve agricultural 
lands in the foodshed

SECURING FRESH, LOCAL 
FOOD FOR THE HUDSON 
VALLEY AND NEW YORK 
CITY:

Identify and Conserve the 
Productive Farms that 
Supply the Region’s Farm 
Markets, Groceries, 
Schools and Restaurants.
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QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS

cwatkins@scenichudson.org or 845 473 4440 x268


